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Pietà by Michelangelo, St. Peter's Basilica, Vatican City   

 
The Liturgy of the Cross for  

GOOD FRIDAY 
 

19 April 2019 
 

at Noon 

 
ALL HALLOWS BY THE TOWER 

BYWARD STREET, LONDON EC3R 5BJ 

Shining Christ’s light on Tower Hill since AD 675 



2 

The ministers enter in silence and prostrate. All kneel for a time of silent prayer.  

 

The Collect 
 
Let us pray: 

Almighty Father, look with mercy on this your family for which our Lord 

Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed and given up into the hands of 

sinners and to suffer death upon the cross; who is alive and glorified with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 

Please sit 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 52.13 - 53.12 
 
See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall  

be very high. Just as there were many who were astonished at him - so 

marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form 

beyond that of mortals - so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut 

their mouths because of him; for that which had not been told them they 

shall see, and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.  
 
Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the 

Lord been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like 

a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look 

at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was 

despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with 

infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, 

and we held him of no account.  
 
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we 

accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was 

wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 

the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All 

we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and 

the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
  
He was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like 

a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers 

is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By a perversion of justice he was 

taken away. Who could have imagined his future?  
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 For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression 

of my people. They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the 

rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his 

mouth.  

 

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make his 

life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 

through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. Out of his anguish he shall 

see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, 

my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 

Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the 

spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to death, and was 

numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made 

intercession for the transgressors.  

 

This is the word of the Lord 

All Thanks be to God 

 

Silence is kept 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm: 22 (extracts) 

All who see me deride me. 

They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 

'He trusted in the Lord, let him save him, 

and release him if this is his friend.' R/ 

 

Many dogs have surrounded me, 

a band of the wicked beset me. 

They tear holes in my hands and my feet 

I can count every one of my bones. R/ 

 

They divide my clothing among them. 

They cast lots for my robe. 

O Lord, do not leave me alone, 

my strength, make haste to help me. R/ 
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I will tell of your name to my people 

and praise you where they are assembled. 

'You who fear the Lord give praise, 

all children of Jacob, give glory. 

Revere God, children of Israel. R/ 

 
New Testament Reading: Hebrews 4: 14-16, 5: 7-9 
 

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not 

have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 

we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without 

sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that 

we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. In the days of 

his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 

tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 

because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned 

obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he 

became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.  
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All Thanks be to God 

 
Silence is kept 

 
Hymn 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross, 

on which the Prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride 
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

save in the death of Christ my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
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His dying crimson like a robe, 

spreads o’er his body on the tree; 

then am I dead to all the globe, 

and all the globe is dead to me. 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all.   Isaac Watts (1674-1748)  Tune: Rockingham 

 

 

Please remain standing for the Passion Narrative (John 18.1-19.42) 

 

Congregation read parts in bold.   

 

John:  The passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John 

 

John:  Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place 

where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered.  

Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus 

often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a detachment 

of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and 

weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him,   

came forward and asked them, 

Jesus:  Whom are you looking for?   

John:  They answered,   

Soldiers:  Jesus of Nazareth.   

John:  Jesus replied,   

Jesus:  I am he.   

John:  Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said 

to them, ‘I am he,’ they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again 

he asked them,   

Jesus:  Whom are you looking for?   

John:  And they said,   

Soldiers:  Jesus of Nazareth.   

John:  Jesus answered,   
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Jesus:  I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men 

go.   

John:  This was to fulfil the word that he had spoken, ‘I did not lose a 

single one of those whom you gave me.’ Then Simon Peter, who 

had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his 

right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter,   

Jesus:  Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that 

the Father has given me?   

John:  So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus 

and bound him. First they took him to Annas, who was the father-

in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one 

who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person die 

for the people. Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. 

Since that disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus 

into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was standing 

outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the 

high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, 

and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter,  

Woman:  You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?   

John:  Peter said,   

Peter:  I am not.   

John:  Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it 

was cold, and they were standing around it and warming 

themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming 

himself. Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples 

and about his teaching. Jesus answered,   

Jesus:  I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in 

synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I 

have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who 

heard what I said to them; they know what I said.   

John:  When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck 

Jesus on the face, saying,   

Soldier:  Is that how you answer the high priest?   

John:  Jesus answered,   

Jesus:  If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken 

rightly, why do you strike me?   
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John:  Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. Now 

Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him,   

Soldiers:  You are not also one of his disciples, are you?   

John:  Peter denied it and said,   

Peter:  I am not.   

John:  One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose 

ear Peter had cut off, asked,   

A Slave:  Did I not see you in the garden with him?   

John:  Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed. Then 

they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early 

in the morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so 

as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So 

Pilate went out to them and said,  

Pilate:  What accusation do you bring against this man?   

John:  They answered,   

Priests:  If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed 

him over to you.   

John:  Pilate said to them,   

Pilate:  Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.   

John:  The Jews replied,   

Priests:  We are not permitted to put anyone to death.   

John:  (This was to fulfil what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of 

death he was to die.) Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, 

summoned Jesus, and asked him,   

Pilate:  Are you the King of the Jews?   

John:  Jesus answered,   

Jesus:  Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?   

John:  Pilate replied,   

Pilate:  I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have 

handed you over to me. What have you done?   

John:  Jesus answered,   
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Jesus:  My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this 

world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being 

handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.   

John:  Pilate asked him,   

Pilate:  So you are a king?   

John:  Jesus answered,   

Jesus:  You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came 

into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the 

truth listens to my voice.   

John:  Pilate asked him,   

Pilate:  What is truth?   

John:  After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them,   

Pilate:  I find no case against him. But you have a custom that I release 

someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release for 

you the King of the Jews?   

John:  They shouted in reply,   

Priests:  Not this man, but Barabbas!   

John:  Now Barabbas was a bandit. Then Pilate took Jesus and had him 

flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his 

head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up 

to him, saying,   

Soldiers:  Hail, King of the Jews!   

John:  and striking him on the face.  

John:  Pilate went out again and said to them,   

Pilate:  Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no 

case against him.   

John:  So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 

robe. Pilate said to them,   

Pilate:  Here is the man!   

John:  When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted,   

All: Crucify him! Crucify him!   

John:  Pilate said to them,   
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Pilate:  Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.   

John:  The Jews answered him,   

Priests:  We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die 

because he has claimed to be the Son of God.   

John:  Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He 

entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus,   

Pilate:  Where are you from?   

John:  But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him,   

Pilate:  Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power 

to release you, and power to crucify you?   

John:  Jesus answered him,   

Jesus:  You would have no power over me unless it had been given you 

from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty 

of a greater sin.   

John:  From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out,   

Priests:  If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. 

Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the 

emperor.   

John:  When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat 

on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in 

Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation for the 

Passover; and it was about noon. Pilate said to the Jews,   

Pilate:  Here is your King!   

John:  They cried out,   

Priests:  Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!   

John:  Pilate asked them,   

Pilate:  Shall I crucify your King?   

John:  The chief priests answered,   

Priests:  We have no king but the emperor.   

John:  Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took 

Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is 

called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 
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There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either 

side, with Jesus between them.  

 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, 

‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.’ Many of the Jews read this 

inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near 

the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then 

the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,  

Priests:  Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said,  

I am King of the Jews.’   

John:  Pilate answered,   

Pilate:  What I have written I have written.   

John:  When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and 

divided them into four parts, one for each soldier.  

 They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one 

piece from the top. So they said to one another,   

Soldiers:  Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.   

John:  This was to fulfil what the scripture says, ‘They divided my clothes 

among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.’ And that is 

what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus 

were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 

whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother,   

Jesus:  Woman, here is your son.   

John:  Then he said to the disciple,   

Jesus:  Here is your mother.   

John:  And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. After 

this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to 

fulfil the scripture),   

Jesus:  I am thirsty.   

John:  A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full 

of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When 

Jesus had received the wine, he said,   

Jesus:  It is finished.   

John:  Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  
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All kneel in silence, then rise 

 

 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the 

bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, especially because that 

sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have 

the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed.  

 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the 

other who had been crucified with him. But when they came to 

Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 

Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at 

once blood and water came out.  

 (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His 

testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) These 

things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None of his 

bones shall be broken.’ And again another passage of scripture says, 

‘They will look on the one whom they have pierced.’  

 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, 

though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to 

let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so 

he came and removed his body.  

 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, 

bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred 

pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices 

in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews.  

 Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in 

the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been 

laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the 

tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.  

 

At the end: 

 This is the passion of the Lord 

 

No response is made. 

 

 

The Sermon 
Martin Carr 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

The following response will be said 

 

 Let us pray to the Lord 

All Lord, have mercy 

 

At the end: 

 

 Holy God, 

All holy and strong, holy and immortal, have mercy upon us 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE CROSS 
 

A wooden cross is brought into the church and placed in the sight of the people.  

As it is carried, it is raised three times during which the following response is sung:  

 

 This is the wood of the cross,  

 on which hung the Saviour of the world 

All  Come, let us worship 

 

You are invited to express your devotion by coming up to the cross, kissing, touching or 

kneeling in front of it as you wish 

 

Music is played and the following hymn is sung: during the veneration. 

 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

  

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
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Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 

Negro Spiritual  Tune: Were you there? 
 

At the end, we say this prayer together: 

 

All  Father, hear our prayer and forgive us. Unstop our ears that we  

may receive the gospel of the cross. Lighten our eyes that we may 

see your glory in the face of your Son. Penetrate our minds that 

your truth may make us whole. Irradiate our hearts with your love 

that we may love one another for Christ's sake.  

Father, forgive us.  

 

Silence is kept 

 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

The consecrated elements are brought from the Lady Chapel and placed on the Altar in 

silence. 

 

 Standing at the foot of the cross, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  

Blessed are those who are called to his supper 

All  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

 but only say the word, and I shall be healed 
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If you are used to receiving communion at your own church you are welcome here. If 

you do not wish to take communion, you may come for a blessing holding this booklet. 
 

Communion Hymn 
 

There is a green hill far away, 

without a city wall, 

where the dear Lord was crucified, 

who died to save us all. 
 
We may not know, we cannot tell, 

what pains he had to bear, 

but we believe it was for us 

he hung and suffered there. 
 
He died that we might be forgiven, 

he died to make us good, 

that we might go at last to heaven, 

saved by his precious blood. 
 
There was no other good enough 

to pay the price of sin; 

he only could unlock the gate 

of heaven, and let us in. 
 
O dearly, dearly has he loved, 

and we must love him too, 

and trust in his redeeming blood, 

and try his works to do.          Mrs CF Alexander (1818-95)  Tune: Horsley 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, set your passion, cross, and 

death between your judgement and our souls, now and in the hour of our 

death. Grant mercy and grace to the living, rest to the departed, to your 

Church peace and concord, and to us sinners forgiveness and everlasting 

life and glory; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you are alive and 

reign, God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The ministers depart in silence 

 

Music after the service 

Chorale prelude, "Ich ruf' zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ" BWV639  -  JS Bach 
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THE WEEK AHEAD 

MARATHON THANKSGIVING SERVICE - Saturday 27 April, 6pm 

Join us for the official Virgin London Marathon Thanksgiving Service, as we 
celebrate the Marathon and the gift of sport which enables us to cross the barriers 

of nations, cultures, colours and faiths. All runners, families and friends welcome. 
This will be Martin's 13th London Marathon, and he is running to raise funds for 

Action Aid. Do sponsor him at: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/martincarr2019 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SERVICE ON MARATHON DAY BEGINS AT 10AM. 

The church will be open all day following the service, so do come and cheer the 
runners on as they pass us at Mile 23. Volunteers are needed to serve refreshments 

in church - please speak to Di Robertshaw if you can help.  
 
CONFIDENTIAL LISTENING SERVICE 

If you would like to talk through any anxieties or concerns you may have, do come 
and have an informal chat with one of the clergy. Please contact Sophia to make an 

appointment: tel 020 7481 2928 or email: chaplaincy@ahbtt.org.uk  
 
STANDARD CHARTERED GREAT CITY RACE - Thursday 16 July 

Team All Hallows will be in action once again at the Great City 5k race this 
summer. Bookings are now open and places fill up quickly, so please contact Martin 

(martingcarr@hotmail.co.uk) asap if you would like to join us - all abilities welcome!  

Monday 22 April - Bank Holiday 

CHURCH CLOSED TODAY 
 

Tuesday 23 April 

8.30am:  Morning Prayer 
1.00pm:  Lunchtime Communion 
 

Wednesday 24 April 

8.30am:  Morning Prayer 

6.00pm: Taizé Service 

Thursday 25 April 

8.30am:  Eucharist 
1.10pm:  Organ Recital 

5.00pm:  Wedding 
 

Friday 26 April 
No services today 
 

Saturday 27 April 
6.00pm: London Marathon  

 Thanksgiving Service 

EASTER DAY -- 21 APRIL 
11.00am: Festal Eucharist with Blessing of New Fire and Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

followed by an Easter Egg hunt 

NOTICES 

Sunday 28 April - Easter 2 (London Marathon Day) 

10.00am: Said Eucharist    
Preacher: The Rev'd Katherine Hedderly 
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THE TEAM AT ALL HALLOWS 
 

Priest in Charge: The Rev'd Katherine Hedderly 

Associate Vicar:  The Rev'd Sophia Acland 

Licensed Lay Minister:  Martin Carr 

Operations & Finance Manager:  Angie Poppitt 

Education & History Officer:  Adey Grummet 

Organist and Director of Music:  Jonathan Melling 

Church Wardens:  Ken Marshall, Di Robertshaw 

 
ALL HALLOWS BY THE TOWER 

with St Dunstan's in the East 

Byward Street, London EC3R 5BJ 

Tel: 020 7481 2928   Email: parish@ahbtt.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1129137 

www.ahbtt.org.uk 

Twitter: @AllHallowsTower 

Facebook.com/ahbtt 

 
Hymns reproduced in accordance with CCLI Licence 557772 and Calamus License 1897 

 

Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000 
 

Printed on 100% recycled paper as part of All Hallows' Ecochurch commitment 

For your convenience, this church has an induction loop system 

SECURITY NOTICE: THEFTS HAPPEN DURING SERVICES 

Please never leave your personal belongings unattended in the church and keep 

them safe at all times. Do not put bags on the floor by your feet, and make sure 

you take any valuables with you when you go forward to receive Communion. For 

your safety and security, 24 hour CCTV recording is in operation on these premises. 

Please note that our services at All Hallows are recorded and streamed live online at: 

www.ahbtt.org.uk/live-stream. You may be filmed during the service, and pictures of you 
may be transmitted online and as mobile content at any time in the future. By entering 

the church you consent to all such filming, and to the unrestricted transmissions of any 
resulting programmes. If you do not wish to be filmed, please speak to a member of the 
welcome team who would be happy to direct you to an unfilmed area. 


